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LINCOLN'S  iVlOTHER. 


The  Family  Pedigr&e  of  the  Hanktn 
and  Their  Ear*y  Deeds. 

A  friend  re(|iit'st>i  iiie  to  tiiVf  fur  piili- 
llcatiou.  If  I  tun  d"  so.  a  sketch  or  tli!- 
family  of  N.incy  Hnnks,  rlie  mother  of 
Abraham  [Jncoln  She  tells  me  s:ie 
has  read  every  liistor.v  of  Abrulttiui 
LlncolD  and  coiisidii-s  it  very  siraUKV 
that  nothinfj;  luis  ever  lieen  written  l).v 
the  historians  of  the  (iresident's  Diotb 
er,  except  thai  her  iiaine  was  Nam-y 
Hanlis.  ^  f 

The  historians  never  innde  any  ef- 
fort to  trnoo  tl)e^  iic(fi;'i-ei>  of  the  fam 
Uy.  Raymond,  in  his  "Life  and  State 
Papers  of  Abraham  IJintiln.  "  declares 
nothing  is  known  i-Qncernln;;  her  an- 
cestry or  eiirly  life.  He  merely  men- 
tions that  she  was  a  VlrKinlan  by  birth. 
The  name  Hanks  is  rare  In  America, 
yet  we  have  a  straiuhter  line  on  the 
pedigree  of  the  tlankses  than  we  have 
of  the  Lincolns.  Ke.vond  the  grand- 
father of  Abe  IJniolti.  we  know  abso- 
lutely nothing  of  the  family  [>edigree. 

The  earliest  account  we  have  of  the 
Hanl:ses  is  their  drst  api)earance  in 
Gloucester  county,   Va.,   In   1073.    In  j 
deed  book  No    6.  land  grants,  page  ■ 
I  472,  1673.  is  rec  orded  the  grant  of  2M  \ 
I  acres  to  Thomas  Hanks.  Arid  on  page  [ 
476,  same  year.  1073,  is  recorded  a  pat- 
ent to  Thomas  Hanks  for  500  acres.  In 
the  early  colonial  history  of  Virginia  a  j 
person  who  paid  for  the  passage  of  a 
person  who  came  to  settle  in  Virginia  | 
THJisLiintilied  to  a  land  in-apt  of  several^ 
hundred  acres.  This  was  why  ne  was 
given  a  grant  of  land.  The  patent  of 
500  acres  which  Is  recorded  was  land 
paid  for  in  cash  or  tobacco,  which  was 
the  circulating  medium  in  Virginia.  In 
course  of  time  the  family  increased 
and  emigrated  westward.    We  next 
hear  of  them  in  Orange  county,  140 
miles  west  of  Gloucester.  Among  the 
marriages  recorded  In  Orange  court- 
house on  March  2(i,  1803,  is  Rodney 
Hanks,  son  of  Reuben  and  Elizabeth 
Hanks,  to  Alice  Chandler.    But  they 
didn't  stop  at  Orange  courthouse.  We 
find  a  family  of  them  In  Rockingham 
county..  Va..  in  1790.  and  another  In 
Shenandoah  county.  In  1780  Abraham 
Lincoln,  grandfather  of  President  Lin- 
coln, removed  to  Kentucky  from  Rock- 
ingham county.  Va.,  and  we  are  cer- 
tain that  the  Hanks  family  was  with 
the  Lincolns  during  that  Journey.  The 
next  account  we  have  of  the  Hankses 
Is  In  1806.   In  that  year,  in  Kentucky, 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  the  presi- 
dent, married  Nancy  Hanks. 

The  next  account  of  the  Hankses  was 
at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  in  Indiana, 
Nov.  7,  1811.  We  And  the  names  of 
Peter  and  .Tames  Hanks.  Peter  was 
!  killed.  He  was  a  member  of  Captain 
Berry's  company  of  militia  from  Ken- 
tucky. James  belonged  to  a  company 
of  mounted  riflemen  and  was  from 
Kentucky.  They  may  have  been  broth- 
ers, and  if  so  I  am  certain  they  were 
the  brothers  of  Nancy  Hanks.  In  six 
years  after  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe 
Thomas  Lincoln  removed  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Indiana.— Des  Moines  Regis-  \ 
ter.  .1 
-         .  ^— ^— — — — — —  > 
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VIRGINIA  ORIGIN  OF 
JOSEPH  HANKS,  SR. 

The  last  contribution  appearing  in 
Lincoln  Lore,  which  discussed  the  his- 
tory of  the  Hanks  family,  was  con- 
fined to  the  descendants  of  the  pioneer 
Joseph  Hanks  after  they  reached  Ken- 
tucky. It  was  from  this  family  that 
Nancy  Hanks  is  supposed  to  have 


It  is  the  purpose  of  this  monograph 
to  present  some  of  the  testimonies  of 
the  descendents  of  the  family,  and 
others,  bearing  on  the  residence  of  the 
pioneer  Joseph  Hanks  before  settling 
in  Kentucky.  Some  of  the  excerpts 
exhibited  are  from  letters  written  to 
Mrs.  Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  now 
in  possession  of  the  editor  of  Lincoln 
Lore.  Some  excerpts  from  duly  au- 
thorized public  records  are  used  also. 

Joseph  Hanks,  Sr.  died  in  1793  and 
named  as  beneficiaries  in  his  will  his 
widow  and  eight  children.  The  young- 
est son,  Joseph,  was  but  twelve  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 

We  learn  from  a  deposition  of 
Daniel  Vittertow,  filed  in  a  chancery 
suit  as  early  as  1819,  in  the  Nelson 
County,  Kentucky,  Court,  that  Joseph 
Hanks,  Jr.,  the  youngest  son  of  Joseph 
Hanks,  Sr.,  returned  to  Virginia  short- 
ly after  his  father's  death.  The  ques- 
tion put  to  the  plaintiff  was  as  fol- 
lows: "Did  Joseph  Hanks,  Jr.,  go  to 
Virginia  soon  after  the  death  of  his 
father?"  The  deponent  replied,  "He 
did." 

The  fact  that  the  younger  Joseph 
was  but  twelve  years  of  age  at  the 
time  he  went  to  Virginia  would  imply 
that  someone  went  with  him.  The  fam- 
ily tradition  has  it  that  the  widow  re- 
turned to  the  old  home  and  this  record 
seems  to  support  that  assumption. 
Evidently,  at  least  one  of  the  older 
sons  had  remained  in  Virginia  when 
the  family  moved  to  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Hanks,  Jr.  himself  made  an 
affidavit  in  1817  that  reveals  he  was 
back  in  Kentucky  again  by  the  year 
1799,  which  is  in  harmony  with  a 
reminiscence  of  his  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  Wilson: 


Cannon  City,  Colorado 
Feb.  25,  1895 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"My  grandfather,  Joseph  Hanks,  Jr. 
was  the  youngest  or  near  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  was  left  an  orphan  at 
an  early  age  and  went  to  live  with  an 
older  brother  in  Virginia,  was  mis- 
treated by  his  brothers  wife  and  ran 
away  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky." 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Wilson. 

Another  grandson  of  the  same  Jo- 
seph Hanks,  Jr.  also  suggests  that  the 
old  place  in  Virginia  had  been  kept  in- 
tact and  held  by  the  elder  brother 
whom  she  names.  The  excerpt  carry- 
ing this  information  follows: 

Florence,  Colorado, 
January  26,  1895. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"Grandfatlier  (Joseph  Hanks,  Jr.) 
told  me  that  an  estate  of  660  acres 
was  rightfully  his  having  been  unlaw- 
fully held  by  his  elder  brother,  who  I 
think  was  named  Joshua." 

J.  M.  Hanks. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
name  "Joshua"  mentioned  in  J.  M. 
Hanks  correspondence  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  oldest  son  mentioned  in  the 
will  of  Joseph  Hanks,  Sr. 

This  leads  us  to  inquire  about  the 
Virginia  site  of  the  original  Hanks 
farm.  As  an  authority  for  the  general 
location  of  it  we  have  the  testimony 
of  Dennis  Hanks,  a  grandson  of  Jo- 
seph Hanks,  Sr.  Dennis  conveyed  this 
information  to  William  Herndon  and 
Mr.  Weik  forwarded  the  quotation  to 
Mrs.  Hitchcock: 

Greencastle,  Ind. 
Dec.  10,  1894 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"Dennis  Hanks  said  that  the  Hanks's 
came  to  Kentucy  from  the  'Roanoke 
River  Country  in  Virginia'  but  he  nev- 
er knew  the  county.  He  thought  it  was 
Halifax  County  but  was  never  cer- 
tain." 

Jesse  W.  Weik. 

A  Virginia  branch  of  the  Hanks 
family  has  conserved  much  valuable 
historical  data.  They  have  evidence 
which  contributes  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  original  home  of  the  Joseph 
Hanks  group. 

Pipers  Gap,  Va. 
Dec.  11,  1895. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"My  grandfather,  Joshua  Hanks, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Amelia  County,  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  year  1760  ....  I  believe 
that  Joseph  Hanks  who  moved  to  Nel- 
son County,  Kentucky,  was  a  brother 


or  uncle  of  Joshua,  Sr.  Joshua  Hanks, 
Sr.,  had  one  or  two  brothers  who 
moved  to  Kentucky. 

C.  L.  Hanks. 

The  testimony  of  Dennis  Hanks  in 
Kentucky  and  J.  M.  Hanks  in  Virginia 
seem  to  be  in  agreement  as  to  the  gen- 
eral location  of  the  home  and  will 
make  it  much  easier  to  trace  the  site 
or  sites  occupied  by  the  family. 

Another  question  which  confronts 
us  when  we  reach  back  into  Virginia 
is  the  personnel  of  the  group  with 
whom  Nancy  Hanks  migrated  to  the 
Kentucky  country.  Two  of  the  earlier 
Lincoln  biographers,  Barrett  and 
Whitney,  seem  to  have  gathered  some 
first-hand  information  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  Whitney  wrote  a  long  letter  to 
Mrs.  Hitchcock  about  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  family.  A  brief  extract  fol- 
lows: 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  father  died 
in  Virginia  and  his  widow  and  daugh- 
ter came  to  Kentucky  where  the  widow 
married  Henry  Sparrow  for  her  sec- 
ond husband." 

H,  C,  Whitney 
Jan.  17,  1895 

It  is  of  importance  to  put  alongside 
of  this  opinion  a  reminiscence  of  J.  H. 
Barrett  who  had  a  personal  interview 
with  Lincoln  about  his  family  history: 

Loveland,  Ohio 
September  14,  1895 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

Mr.  Lincoln  stated  to  me  in  1861 
that  his  mother  was  born  in  Virginia, 
that  she  came  to  Kentucky  with  some 
of  her  relations  and  not  with  her  par- 
ents, but  gave  me  no  other  clue. 

J.  H.  Barrett. 

These  testimonies  are  not  in  serious 
conflict  with  the  traditions  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Richard  Berry,  guardian 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  who  claim  that 
Nancy  and  her  widowed  mother  Lucy 
did  not  come  to  Kentucky  with  the 
family  of  Joseph  Hanks  but  with  a 
group  of  her  mother  Lucy's  people. 

The  findings  here  also  agree  with 
the  testimony  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
relative  to  the  location  of  the  Hanks 
family  at  the  time  his  mother  was 
born.  In  the  autobiography  prepared 
for  Scripps  he  said:  "My  parents  were 
both  born  in  Virginia." 

The  next  task  in  this  series  of  stud- 
ies on  the  Hanks  Family  will  be  con- 
fined to  the  Virginia  history  of  the 
maternal  ancestors  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. 


Uj^Lj^^     (^irf-ououu  jL^Oi  u^  l^  tLalu^.  tS^L^  ^^^G^ 


IJl  South  Main  Av«mi» 
Albany,  3,  ^  York 

%  deor  Mrs.  Honiffir: 


I  ms  very  ba^gpy  lnd««d  to  hMur  faran  you  acsKln  and  to 
!L«flni  tbat  you        besn  doim  in  Vlrglala  doing  aom  vork  on  tint 
Banks  fMLXy.   %  do  truet  timt  »om  dny  you  «ay  be  aibl»  to  ooni 
liere  to  Fort  Wayns  and  a^nd  acMM  tiaa  In  our  raccarda. 

X  am  not  aurj^iaed  tliat  you  found  aoaa  iaaeetaraey  In 
Dr.  Barton's  C(H}oluBioiia  aa  I  tMnk  ba  mm  too  apt  to  lat  hia 

vtiahtsB  be  father  of  the  dead. 


ragrat  that  ao  mas 
i^om  m  &cm  wm  In  Wm  Xork  tbtif 
lAiara  ws  had  diq^licatea  mm  -im 


r  of  tha  itana  on  otar  Hat  vara 
^avarything  w»  had  found  so  only 

ulila  to  -^t^-^.^  IM^ 

Vary  truly  yours. 


• 

Diractor 


Cj^^7-^-^0-    ^^^^^^^  ^  "^.^ 
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"^^^-tH^wi^^M-^^  -^i;^^Z7t^*7t,^i^^^^  V^^^^Ui/Vl^^P:-->  '^i^  Jii^^^"^  ^ 


John  W.  /:ayland,  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  wrote  Hyra  Hank 
Rudolph,  of  ''arren,  0.,  July  5,  1926,  that  he  had  recently 
examined  the  records  at  Home^/,  Hampshire  Co.,  Va«,  where  he 
was  told  that  practically  all  the  wills  and  marriage  records 
were  destroyed  during  the  civil  war.    The  deeds  were  found  in 
tact.    He  found  a  mortgage  running  from  Joseph  Hanks  in  1784, 
to  Peter  Putman  covering  a  piece  of  land  on  Mikes  Hun,  a  drain 
of  Patterson's  Creek,  presumably  in  Llineral  Co.,  Va,,  or  pos- 
sibly Grant  Oo.    He  could  find  no  further  record  pertaining 
to  the  transaction.    He  says  the  census  records  of  1782  shews 
Joseph  Hanks  head  of  a  family  in  Hampshire  Go.  Ya.  Hampshire 
was  formed  from  Frederick  in  1753.    The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  copy,  the  copy  being  furnished  to  me  by  Myra  Hank  Ru- 
dolph with  letter  of  Aug.  13,  1926,  and  reeopled  by  me  Aug. 
23,  1926.        {A.  3.  li^wing,  (Jrand  Rapids,  Michigan.) 


Prom  Hampshire  Oounty,  Yf.  Va.,  Deed  Book  IJo.  5,  pages  168, 
169.    Hanks  to  Putman  Mortgage,  March  9,  178**:. 

This  Indenture  made  the  ninth  day  of  Ilarch  in  the  year 
of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  &  xJighty  four  Between 
Joseph  Hanks  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  in  Virginia  of  the 
one  part  and  Peter  Putman  of  the  same  place  of  the  Other  part 
Witnesseth.    That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  Twen- 
ty one  pounds  Kine  Shillings  Current  money  of  Virginia,  to  the 
said  Joseph  Hanks  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Peter  Putnan  at  or 
before  the  sealing  and  delivering  of  these  presents,  the  re- 
ceipt whereof  is  hereby  Acknowledged,  He  the  said  Joseph 
Hanks  Hath  Oranted,  Bargained,  Sold,  Aliened  and  Confirmed  and 
by  these  presents  Doth  Grant,  Bargain  £;  Sell,  Alien  8c  Confirm 
unto  the  said  Peter  Putman  a  Certain  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land 
lyir^  and  being  on  l-ikes  Hun,  a  Drain  of  Pattersons  Creek  in 
the  said  County,  being  part  of  a  Survey  made  for  Peter  Hart- 
man,  from  and  under  whom  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hath  Right, 
Containing  by  Hstimatton  One  hundred  and  eight  Acres,  for  the 
Conveyance  whereof  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hath  Greorge  Terrys 
Bond;  with  the  Appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  TO  HAVE  AND 
TO  HOLD  the  said  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land  with  the  Appurten- 
ances thereunto  belonging,  to  him  the  said  Peter  Putman  his 
heirs  &  assigns  forever.    To  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof 
of  him  the  said  Peter  Putman  his  heirs  and  Assigns  forever. 
PHOVIDHD  Always  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof  is, 
that  in  Case  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  his  heirs  Executors  or  Ad- 
ministrators shall  well  and  truly  pay,  or  Cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  Peter  Putman,  his  heirs  or  Assigns  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  Twenty  One  pounds  nine  Shillings  with  legal  Interest  for 
the  same  from  the  date  hereof,  on  or  before  the  twenty  fifth 
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of  September  Next  ensuing  and  that  without  fraud  or  further 
delay.    Then  these  presents  and  everything  herein  contained 
Shall  Oease  determine  and  become  Utterly  Void,  anything  here- 
in Sontained  to  the  Contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  Notwithstand- 
ing.   And  it  is  hereby  Covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  par- 
ties that  after  Default  Shall  be  made  in  the  performance  of 
the  proviso  above  mentioned,  it  Shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Peter  Putman  giving  Publick  Notice  thereof,  to  make 
Sale  of  the  said  Piece  or  Parcel  of  Land  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, and  out  of  the  produce  of  such  Sale  to  detain  the  afore- 
said Sum  of  Twenty  one  pounds  Nine  Shillings  Sc  Interest,  and 
is  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  said  Joseph  Hanks,  his  heirs  or 
Assigns,  and  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  doth  hereby  fully  empower 
the  said  Peter  Hartman  and  all  others  claiming  by  from  or  un- 
der to  make  such  lawful  Conveyance  of  the  Land  and  Appurten- 
ances aforesaid  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  shal  bo 
necessary  for  assuring  &  Confirming  the  same  to  him  or  them, 
his  or  their  heirs  or  Assigns  forever.    IN  VTTNSSS  whereof 
the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  Set  their  hands 
&  Seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  mentioned.  his 

Joseph  S  Hanks  (SS) 
mark 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the 
presence  of 

Samuel  Dew  Peter  Putman  fSS) 

Philip  Baker 
Henry  Neiff 

At  a  court  for  EgoBpshlre  County  the  9th  day  of 
November  1784  This  Deed  of  Mortgage  between  Joseph  Hanks  of 
the  one  part  and  Peter  Putman  of  the  other  part  was  proved  in 
Solemn  Form  by  Samuel  Dew,  Henry  Neiff  and  Philip  Baker  7/it- 
nesses  thereto  &  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Test 

And.  Wodrow  CI. Cur. 


The  copy  from  which  this  was  made  was  copied  June  30,  1926, 
at  toaey,  and  typewritten  at  Harrisonburg  July  3,  1926,  by 
John  W.  v7ayland. 


A.  H.  Ewing 

Srand  Rapids,  Mich. 
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COPY 


Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Sept ,23,  1925. 

"Dear  Mrs.  Rudolph, 

Yours  valued  letter  of  Sept.  18,  is  at  hand.  Several 
years  a.^o  I  made  a  persistent  effort  to  secure  a  roster  of 
the  "'German  Regiment"  and  was  informod  by  our  congressman  in 
Washington  that  none  was  in  existence,  so  far  as  known.  The 
regiment  included  men  from  Augusta  and  /est  Augusta,  as  TJ?ell 
as  from  several  other  counties;  and  there  UQve  Hanks  in  Au- 
gusta, (now  Rockingham)  in  and  around  the  region  of  Broadway 
and  Brock's  CJap  at  an  early  date.    I  hope  that  we  may  be  able 
to  get  more  definite  particulars,    //ith  kindest  regards  and 
best  wishes,  I  remain.  Yours  very  truly,  John  W.  Wayland." 


Harrisonburg,  Va.,  5ov.l6,  1925. 

"Dear  Mrs.  i^udolph; 

Thank  you  for  your  lettsr,  enclosures,  check,  and 
order  for  ICercharel.    The  latter  (book,  4th  edition)  will  be 
mailed  you  from  Strasburg  JuBt  as  soon  as  it  is  off  the  press, 
which  will  probably  be  in  a  month  or  two.    Lnst  Saturday,  T 
happened  to  be  in  reach  of  Woodstock,  the  coimty  seat  of 
Shenandoah  County,  so  I  thought  I'd  see  v?hether  I  could  find 
anything  there  about  the  Hanks.    My  search  was  regarded  by 
the  enclosed  item  which  I  a^m  sure  will  interest  you.    You  will 
observe  that  John  Hank  in  1792,  sold  out  his  real  estate  In 
Shen.  Go.    It  is  possible  that  he  then  came  to  Hocklngham, 
or  moved  west.    Yours  very  laruly,  John  Wayland." 

Enclosure:     "May  19,  1792.    John  Hank  and  Catherine  his  wife 
of  the  County  of  Shenandoah  &  State  of  va.  for  200  pounds 
current  money  of  Va.  sold  to  S'rederich  Eeisk.111  two  tracts  of 
land  on  Stony  Creek  in  the  county  aforesaid,  both  of  which 
tracts  are  part  of  a  large  tract  of  450  acres  which  was  form- 
erly granted  by  deed  from  Lord  Fairfax,  date  of  July  10,  1773 
to  Henry  Denny  and  by  him  conveyed  to  Kichael  Tanner  and  Peter 
Halvey  I^Iay  17,  1783,  and  then  conveyed  to  Mitchel  Reed,  Feb. 
25,  1784,  who  conveyed  one  of  the  said  tracts  to  the  said 
John  Hank       deed  of  April  26,  1784.    This  tract  adjoined 
Downey  and  John  Valentine  Sealer— 60  acres.    The  other  tract 
conveyed  by  Mitchel  Heed  to  John  Shenk,  July  27,  1784,  and  by 
him  to  John  Hank  Sept.  30,  1784.    The  latter  tract  covered 
on  the  "bank  of  the" said  Creek  at  the  great  Head",  containing 
8  acres.     witnesses  to  the  said  doed:    Septimus  Taylor,  John 
Anderson,  (Charles  Vivian)  Charles  DevionC?),  John  5eyer, 
Frederick  Fultz,   Villiam  Bell,  John  Croundstoof  (Orandstaff ? ) . 
See  Shen.  Co.  Deed  Book  H.  page  402-404. 

John  Eanlc  and  Catherine  Hank  both  signed  their  own 
names,  according  to  the  record. 

The  above  land  was  probably  near  iidinburg,  Shenandoah  Co. 

Va." 
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Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Nov.  27,  1925. 

"Bear  Mrs.  Rudolph: 

The  signature  of  Jolin  Hank,  in  Shenandoah  County 
deed  book,  does  not  aho?j  any  indication  that  he  was  an  old 
man,  though  it  may  not  be  his  own  slgjnature;  but  probably  is. 
I  send  you  the  following  additional  items:    In  the  census  of 
Shenandoah  County  for  1785,  John  Hank  Is  listed  as  head  of  a 
family,  with  5  in  fainlly  besides  himself;  '-^iith  one  dwelling 
house  and  4  other  buildin;Ts.    :iTid9ntly  from  the  other  names 
associated  with  his,  he  lived  in  the  violnity  of  Sdinburg. 
In  the  census  of  1784,  Rookln^am  County,  llargaret  Eank  is 
listed  as  head  of  a  ftanily  v?ith  4  in  family  besides  hereself , 
with  one  dwelling  house.    The  list  in  which  her  name  appears 
was  taken  by  Anthony  Hader,  who  probably  lived  near  Timber- 
villo  or  Broadway;  and  the  other  names  indicate  that  he  took 
the  census  of  his  home  neighborhood,  as  was  the  custom.  Most 
of  the  names  are  located  in  and  around  Tlmberville,  Sroadway, 
Brocfc*s  >ap,  etc.    In  the  census  of  1782,  Hampshire  Go.  Va., 
now       Va.,  Joseph  Hanks  is  listed  as  head  of  family  of  11, 
besides  himself.    Hampshire  Co.  was  taken  from  Frederick  In 
1753,  and  it  adjoins  Frederick  and  Shenandoah  on  the  U.W. 
Dunmore  Co.  ^as  carved  out  of  Frederick  in  1772,  and  in  1777, 

.  the  nam©  was  chaiif^ed  from  Dunmore  to  Shenandoah.  Hampshire 
was  carved  out  of  Frederick  in  1753.    Rockingham  was  carved 
out  of  Augusta  In  1777,  though  courts  were  not  opened  until 
1778.    It  is  not  likely  that  my  history  of  Shenandoah  vs'lll 
help  you  on  the  Hanks  directly;  for  John  Hank  Is  the  only  ono 
of  the  name  I  have  so  far  found  in  the  county.    It  might  help 
you  indirectly.    ?or  example,  there  have  been  and  still  are 
a  number  of  Berrys  in  Shenandoah,  especially  that  part  that 
became  Pa?s  In  18rfl.    I  have  not  read  all  of  Barton's  book  on 
Line oln-o anno t  spsak  of  Its  reliability.    I  suppose  he  ha§  done 
a  good  piece  of  work,  but  I  would  have  more  confidence  In  it 
if  Barton  were  not  quite  so  sure  of  himself.    Yours,  John  «. 
Wayland" 


Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Dec.  7,  1925. 

"Dear  Mrs.  Rudolph: 

I  thank  you  for  your  good  letter  of  Dec.l. 
I  got  it  from,  the  office  as  I  ^as  starting  for  Vioodstoek  a- 
gain;  and  while  in  the  clerk's  office  I  found  two  more  deeds 
in  which  John  Hank  of  Shenandoah  Co.  \va.B  a  party.    See  ab- 
stracts enclosed.    Am  also  adding  a  brief  note  of  the  sale 
^hioh  I  reported  to  you  <iot  long  ago.    It  seems  very  probable 
that  this  was  John  Eank,  Jr.,  and  that  the  hoad  of  family  in 
rJockingham  at  the  same  time  (Margaret)  was  his  mother,  vi?idow 
of  John  Sr.    Only  names  of  heads  of  families  are  given  in  the 
census  lists  to  ?/hich  I  referred.    With  kindest  regards  and 
best  wishes,  I  remain,  Youro  very  truly,  John  W.  -ayland." 
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1784,  Sept.  30- 

John  Shenk  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  for  45  pounds  money, 
sell  8  acres  to  John  Hank  of  Shen,  Co.,  on  Stoney  Creek  and  the 
"Crreat  vVafjon  Hoad",  part  of  a  tract  of  450  acres  which  was 
formerly  granted  by  Fairfax,  Jul^^  10,  1777,  to  Henry  Denny,  by 
him  deeded  to  lliehael  Tanner  &  Peter  Halvey  (May  17,  1783);  by 
them  to  Mitchel  Reed  (}?q'o,  35,  25,  1784).    Mitchel  Heed  conveyed 
8  acres  thereof  to  John  Shenk  and  he  conveys  to  John  Hank 
(Sept.  30,  1784).    See  Shen.  Go.  Deed  Book  D.  pages  443-445. 

1784,  4pril  36— 

Mitchel  Reed  &  Frances  his  wife,  for  25  pounds  Va.  money, 
sell  to  John  Hank  of  Shen.  Co.  Va.,  60  acres  on  Stoney  Greek, 
part  of  450  acres,  &o  (See  above).    See  Shen.  Go.  Deed  Book  E. 
pages  39-41 

1792.  May  19— 

John  Hank  and  Catherine  his  wife,  of  Shen  Co.  Va.,  for 
200  poands  Va.  money,  sell  to  Frederick  Heiskel  (Eeiskell) 
two  certain  tracts,  one  of  60  acres,  one  of  8  acres  (see  above). 
See  Shen.  Co.  Deed  Book  H.  pages  402-404." 
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